Harbinger: “The Antichrist”
(Daniel 7)
Introduction
In the first year of the Babylonian Empire’s final king, Belshazzar, Daniel had a dream/vision of
four beast-like empires that paralleled those of the image dream of Daniel 2. In that Daniel 7
narrative, he conveyed important additions and details.
•

There, the four beasts come out of a sea that is churning because of four winds,
representing the points of the compass.

•

These winds parallel those of Revelation 7:1, where they are being held back by mighty
angels. They symbolize intense political strife and world chaos (Ezekiel 37:9, Zechariah
2:6).

•

The sea denotes humanity in great tumult at a time of widespread lawlessness (Isaiah
57:20).1 As these powers arose, warring “empires” infiltrated the Middle Eastern world.

A fifth kingdom, represented in Daniel 2 by a stone cut out without hands, emerges as an
everlasting dominion governed by one “like” a human (called the Son of man in the KJV). He
receives world honor and worship after His “installation” by the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:1314).2 This man-like being becomes a sovereign ruler. Daniel’s term “dominion over” (sholtan –
A) usually relates to a divine being.3 Though much debate has recently emerged as to who He
is, this insight from the BDB Lexicon is most valuable.
This event represents a transition in time within the Daniel 7 prophetic narrative! Before there
is a vertical coming to earth by Christ, there must be a horizontal coming to the Ancient of
Days, culminating in the reception of His eternal kingdom.
Among the renditions of those beast kingdoms, a remarkable power rises on the fourth, or
Roman Empire, beast. It is a new and eleventh horn agent. Unique in Daniel’s record, that
beast, with this seditious horn, is finally destroyed by fire (Daniel 7:11, Revelation 19:20). This
follows a courtroom scene with the Ancient of Days presiding (Daniel 7:9-10).
•

Stunning – that “extra” horn also has characteristics “like” a human (vs 9), seemingly in
competition with the “Son of man” (vs 13) portrayed in the Aramaic narrative.

•

This little horn is the Bible’s key introduction to the apocalyptic Antichrist. Throughout
the prophetic messages there is this “clash” of power between Christ and the Antichrist
(representing Satan).
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The expanse of time portrayed in Daniel 7 spreads from the B.C. era into the final months of
earth’s history! This Antichrist power is a prophetic concern to God. It not only opposes Him
but even functions as if it were Him!
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•

The imagery of the beast and horn being burned (Daniel 7:11) means that they are
totally destroyed – eradicated – extinguished.

•

This occurs at or near the time of Christ’s Second Coming (cf. Hebrews 12:28-29,
Revelation 16:19).4 It follows a heavenly judicial scene by the “Ancient of Days” that
reveals holiness will finally be vindicated (Daniel 7:9-10).5 (It is not the post-millennial
cleansing fire.)

•

Removing the false Christ and his minions precedes the reception of the kingdom and
its many surrounding events.

The Heavenly Scene
There would be interpretive questions from this brief narrative if the story was without
additional striking details. Remarkable information flows from Daniel’s continued visions. There
is much debate and opinion that detract from the beauty of what unfolds.
•

At some point after the literal Roman Empire rises, and while the little horn is active,
that heavenly judgment scene commences.

•

Again, the destruction of the beast and Antichrist/horn follows heaven’s judicial work –
an important contextual sequence.

Then that wonderful scene of hope and consummation of God’s kingdom arrives.
•

The “Son of man” comes to the Ancient of Days in a heavenly horizontal scene. Who
this Being is has raised conflicting questions except for the “cloud” reference (Daniel
7:13). This Being comes to the Ancient of Days with clouds.
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•

It says that he is “like” a “Son of man” or “son of a human.” That one word, “like” (a
simile), implies, according to Steinmann, that he is far greater than any ordinary man
(cf. Ezekiel 1:26).6

•

That cloud intimates a divine being, which can be none other than the Messiah.7
“His coming upon the clouds clearly identifies Him with God … (Isa. 19:1; Ps. 18:1013).”8
This, with the subsequent Aramaic word for “dominion over,” clinches His divine nature.

•

Why does He come to the Ancient of Days – the God of the universe? The judicial
segregation between rebels and saints is complete! The most obvious reason:
•

Christ was then “given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of
every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not
pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed” (Daniel 7:14 – NIV).

•

Riveting further that this Being is divine, we see:
1. His ruling authority is eternal (cf. Daniel 2:44, 6:27) – it never ceases.
2. The world worships Him (Daniel 7:14). This is the terminus ad quem of redemption.
Antedating this, the world worshiped the Antichrist and even Satan himself
(Revelation 13:4). Amazing – another of those competing issues!

This point in time, when Christ receives His kingdom, is exciting and celebrated by heaven’s
choir, recorded by the Apostle John:
•

“And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he
shall reign for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on
their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, We give thee thanks, O
Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to
thee thy great power, and hast reigned” (Revelation 11:15-17).

•

Receiving His kingdom means that He has completed His legal priestly role (I John 2:1,
I Timothy 2:5, Hebrews 9:15). The intercessory work has ceased. He has now put on
His kingly robes.9

•

We now can outline an expanded Daniel 7 template related to Christ and the Antichrist
that will be apropos to all other apocalyptic prophecy.
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Might this coming to the Ancient of Days mean even more? This echoes the words of a
late Bible student.
•

“Christ is coming to not only receive His dominion, He is coming to be married to His
church!”10

“This, will not take place, until Jesus has finished his priestly office in the Heavenly Sanctuary,
and lays off his priestly attire, and puts on his most kingly robes, and crown, [ready] to ride
forth on the cloudy chariot, to ‘thresh the heathen in anger,’ and deliver his people.”11
“They [the saints] were not to be present in person at the marriage; for it takes place in
heaven, while they are upon the earth. The followers of Christ are to ‘wait for their Lord,
when He will return from the wedding.’ Luke 12:36. But they are to understand His work,
and to follow Him by faith as He goes in before God. It is in this sense that they are said to go
in to the marriage.”12
“In the parable of Matthew 22 the same figure of the marriage is introduced, and the
investigative judgment is clearly represented as taking place before the marriage. Previous to
the wedding the king comes in to see the guests, to see if all are attired in the wedding
garment, the spotless robe of character washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb.
Matthew 22:11; Revelation 7:14. He who is found wanting is cast out, but all who upon
examination are seen to have the wedding garment on are accepted of God and accounted
worthy of a share in His kingdom and a seat upon His throne.”13 This is a work of examination
of character, of determining who are prepared for the kingdom of God. This is the event
process shown in Daniel 7:
“While I was watching, thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His
attire was white like snow; the hair of his head was like lamb’s wool. His throne was ablaze
10
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with fire and its wheels were all aflame. A river of fire was streaming forth and proceeding
from his presence. Many thousands were ministering to him; many tens of thousands stood
ready to serve him. The court convened and the books were opened” (Daniel 7:9-10).
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The similarities between the “saints” and one “like” a human in Aramaic has created conflict.
Here we can see, through the wedding imagery, that they become one and the same. They
(Christ and His church) are married (Revelation 19:7): “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.”
Daniel Now Becomes an Emotional Inquirer
Daniel ardently wanted to know more about the fourth beast and its horns. He was “grieved”
(filled with anxiety) (7:15) by what he had seen. He inquires of one of the many beings he saw
in this vision (vs 16) (likely Gabriel, who is an interpreting angel named in Daniel 8 and 9).14
“I came near to one of those who stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told
me and made known to me the interpretation of these things” (Daniel 7:16 – NKJV).
Since the narrative has already described two “ends” (vs 11, 14), might there be other clues
describing when those events occur? Are there other things that relate to these narratives?
This angel does present new and helpful information.

14
15

•

Before the fourth beast’s end comes, that strange horn on its head is allowed to
“overcome” God’s people15 (Daniel 7:21; cf. Daniel 8:10-11, 11:33-34; Revelation 11:7,
13:7)! That is what lies ahead, emanating from the Antichrist.

•

This continues “until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the
holy people of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom”
(Daniel 7:22 – NIV).
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Once again, this provides another distinct “end.” The war – the persecution – goes on until the
judgment is given in favor of the saints (who will make up Christ’s kingdom). Concluding
statements elsewhere of the outcome of that review: “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne”
(Revelation 3:21).
The first scene of the Ancient of Days (7:9-10) is reduced to a simple phrase, “until the Ancient
of Days came” (7:22).
“In place of repeating the enthronement of the Son of Man (7:13-14), Daniel describes the
effect on the saints of his enthronement here at his second coming.”16 The outcome of the
wedding has occurred. The meaning of “joint heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17) is seen!
The Ancient of Days judicial setting has resulted in:
1. The identification of the fourth beast and little horn as wicked (vs 11).
The identification of those who make up Christ’s kingdom (vss 13-14).
2. The saints who make up that kingdom are the subject of a war involving the beast and
the little horn before the end (vss 21-22).
The saints and Christ – those “like” human – receive the kingdom together.
The distinction between the beast and little horn, and later in Revelation between the harlot
and the beast, is functionally blurred. This appears to have a divine purpose – they are “one” –
a unit. This is carried even deeper when the world’s ten regional horns merge with the beast:
•

“These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast” (which
has a harlot rider) (Revelation 17:13; cf. Daniel 7:24). Those ten horns of the beast plus
that little horn make eleven horns.

•

Daniel’s fourth beast also had ten horns plus the little horn, which totaled eleven horns.
Thus, all the same prophecy.

Heaven’s instructor returns to the little horn theme after noting its beast is globally powerful
and destructive (vs 23-25).

16
17

•

The horn’s focused concerns relate to its anti-God/anti-saints activities/actions (vs 25).17
Its “declarations” are against the “most High.” Previously, the little horn was shown as
“speaking great things” (vss 8, 20), now we know it is specifically against God.

•

The saints are worn down/wearied by dealing with this blasphemous teaching and
persecution.

•

Then the little horn gets coercive by changing “times and laws” that God had
established.
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“This dictator will impose a new legal system on all his subjects, doubtless based on
totalitarian principles in which the service of the government or the state will be substituted for
the absolute standards of God’s moral law. All dissent or opposition to the decisions and
policies of the little horn will be adjudged treasonable and punishable by death.”18
Because “times” and “laws” are together, many scholars logically assume that they must be
laws related to time. Others incorrectly relate the Antichrist prophecies to Antiochus IV
Epiphanes, who required the Jews to “profane Sabbaths and feasts.”19 Elsewhere in Daniel 8
and 12 it is apparent that the seventh-day Sabbath is one of its focused targets.
•

Satan knows when his time is short and wars against the saints for a specific period of
three and a half years (Revelation 12:12, 15, 17).

•

Here in Daniel the context is the same with the Antichrist warring against God and the
saints – limited by divine purpose to “time times and dividing of times.” This is replicated
in other end-time prophecies (Daniel 12:7; Revelation 11:2-3; 12:6, 14; 13:5).

Satan’s representative is identified by Paul as “the man of lawlessness” (II Thessalonians 2:3).
What law does the devil and his minions hate? The one that judicially checks their apostasy!
•

“Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine:
the soul that sinneth, it shall die…. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous
shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him” (Ezekiel 18:4,
20). There is an individual standard.

•

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Romans 6:23). Rebellion against some law is called “sin.”

•

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of
the law” (I John 3:4).

The Decalogue was so sacred it was placed in the Ark of the Covenant (Deuteronomy 31:5-6)
and then couldn’t be touched by a human finger on pain of death. They were recorded for
mankind with God’s finger on stone (Exodus 31:18). Those ten precepts serve as the perpetual
foundation for all of God’s promises (Deuteronomy 4:13).
•

Satan’s objectives can only be achieved through an alteration of or minimizing those
divine regulations.20

•

His earthly “General” is the Antichrist, who plans to challenge God’s governing
principles!

In Aramaic it states that there is an “intention” (sebar – A) or “plan” to change “times and laws.”
It is premeditated. This would challenge even the worship practices of God’s people. Since it is
also related to time, the Sabbath is threatened. The persecution of God’s people would
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somehow be a spinoff of this. Gabriel said that would last for a three-and-a-half-year period (cf.
Daniel 12:7).
•

God’s authority will be usurped.

•

Human words and rules are to be substituted for God’s Word – specifically His
standard.

•

This will ultimately mean “another gospel” has been promoted by the Antichrist
(Galatians 1:16).21

In Daniel 12:11 that intent actually becomes law!
“And from the time that the daily [sacrifice] is taken away, and the abomination of
desolation is set up [legal move], there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety
days” (Daniel 12:11).
These laws are religious and they will deny religious liberty (described later in chapters 11 and
12). The Antichrist is inspired by Satan, who hates the people of God (II Thessalonians 2:9;
Revelation 13:2, 4).22 Daniel 7 is projecting major religious tyranny at this final period of earth’s
history. God’s people will suffer and His name will be plummeted and bruised. But, in this
prophecy, God assures us it will be “time limited.”
The Timing – The Message
The animal sagas ended with an executive judgment of fire (7:11). Christ receiving His
dominion (7:13-14) contextually must occur after the “saints” were judicially declared its
citizens (7:22). As Christ then receives His dominion, the little horn Antichrist, who acts on
Satan’s behalf, loses his dominion through the same judgment process (7:26)!
Though the temptation to push much of Daniel 7 into the annals of history has been popular,
there are repeated summation statements of a divinely directed end to rebellion and sin!

21
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•

Intriguingly, during the seventh vial plague, Babylon, the label for Satan’s false trinity,
comes to its end (Revelation 16:19).

•

This must occur just before the eschaton.
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Little Horn Power – the Prophetic Picture

Rome
//
168–476
B.C.–A.D.

Abomination
law set up Persecution
3½ Years

Wedding
Judicial ruling Beast &
Horn
Christ &
against
opposition Destroyed His Church

God’s people
delivered
(Dan. 12:1, 7)

Daily taken
away
(Dan. 12:11)

Judicial ruling in
favor of the saints
Dan. 7:22)

? – time

Second
Coming

Christ Comes to
God the Father
Receives
His Kingdom

Eternity

All Antichrist/little horn/beast/king of the north prophecies fit into this template. Daniel 7 creates
an amazing “prophetic mold” that forwards our understanding. What about the Dark Ages,
when millions of loyal Christians were tortured and murdered? It is part of the broad time
span of Rome’s anti-God history. The flow of information constantly moves toward the
culmination of redemptive history. The search for a focus of “present end-time truth” is its ever
present objective. The last period of time is three and a half years. It is the finale of redemptive
history. This is so important that it is referenced over and over in apocalyptic prophecy. It
begins with an “abomination” that changes times and laws (Daniel 12:11).
Jesus, in His Olivet Discourse, broke into the middle of His narrative to urge His students to go
to Daniel, where that change is specifically discussed. The information for “this hour” is
extensive. The more it is studied, the more exciting it gets!
History and Apocalyptic Symbols
Daniel 7 is a metaphor of end-time prophecy.
Daniel 7

Apocalyptic Narratives

Babylon

Babylon – apostate Christianity (Revelation 14, 18)

Medo-Persia

Deliverer and deliverance of God’s people (Isaiah 44; 45;
Daniel 12:1; Revelation 12:11; 17:14)

Greece

Satan fighting God’s church/people (Daniel 7, 8, 11, 12)

Rome – horns & single horn

Roman-centered Antichrist and his ten world kingdom
powers (Daniel 7, 8; Revelation 13, 17)
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