AN “ABOMINATOR” – THE “ABOMINATION”
Introduction
The Jerusalem temple was renowned for its beauty and known throughout the Roman
Empire.1 It was still under construction during Christ’s first year of ministry – the 45th year of its
building.2
•

Christ stated that it would be destroyed within a generation (Matthew 24:2), a
disconcerting thought to the disciples.

•

History affirms that desolation did occur in
70 A.D., with the pillaging Roman armies
of General Titus – forty years after
Christ’s announcement.3

That invasion, the annihilation of the temple4 and
the escape of God’s true believers, became an
eschatological metaphor for the greater purpose
of the Olivet discourse, portraying earth’s last
conflicts.
Jesus noted that an abomination would precede such desolation as defined by Daniel
(Matthew 24:15, Mark 13:14). That Roman force became the “abominator” when they placed
their pagan “standard” in the precincts of the temple – the “abomination.”
Historian Eusebius said: “At last the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophets was
implanted in the very temple of God [preceding its destruction].”5
•

Those “abomination” and “desolation” issues are addressed within the context of Daniel
8 through 12. There, an accelerated end-time focus occurs.

•

One specific Danelic text, referenced in the Greek Septuagint, reflects Christ’s exact
words found in Mark 13:14:
“And from the time that the daily [sacrifice] shall be taken away, and the abomination
that maketh desolate set up [a judicial standard], there shall be a thousand two hundred
and ninety days” (Daniel 12:11 – NIV).

Jesus revealed that this “abomination” would come at a time when chaos and turmoil would
rule within society. Intriguingly, Pope Francis recognized such an hour had come when he
noted in January, 2015, in his Sri Lankan visit: “The Gospel is the promise of God’s grace,
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which alone can bring wholeness and healing to our broken world. It can inspire the building
of a truly just and redeemed social order.” This later phrase unmasks Rome’s geopolitical
ambitions to restructure society for the “common good” (now under way). That interest goes
beyond the gospel of God’s grace and requires centralization of its power to bring peace.6
•

Jesus said: “And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall
hate one another” (Matthew 24:10).

•

Might some “redeeming gesture,” addressing such hatred for the “common good,”
actually be an abomination in God’s eyes? Stay tuned.

Intriguingly, prophecy notes that the abomination is then followed by a “great tribulation”
(known by many expositors as “Jacob’s Trouble”). The time of the end is in focus.
•

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to
this time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 24:21).

•

What man tries doesn’t work. Even Daniel (with Christ at his side) warned of this
treacherous time (Daniel 12:1, 7).

The following graph is a brief collective summary from Matthew, Mark, Daniel and Revelation
about this time and events:

Calamities
and war
accelerating

A Roman “abomination” comes into the world (Dan. 12:11) as a new
legal entity seen by John, originating in the harlot’s cup (Rev. 17:4)
Desolation

Chaos, trouble, hatred

Great Tribulation

Global conflicts

Jacob’s Trouble

Matthew 24:7
The world drinks of the harlot’s
“abominable wine.” God calls this
fornication (Rev. 17:2). It creates an
illicit relationship between the world
and the harlot.

Second
Coming

That harlot, seen by John, is the “abominator”! Her cup is full of “abominations” of her
fornication (Revelation 17:4).
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“The” Abomination (to bdelugma – G)
In Luke’s rendition of the Olivet discourse, he avoids the word “abomination” and focuses on its
consequence – desolation.
•

He does introduce a special clue as to “what” causes that devastation.

•

“And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the
desolation thereof is nigh” (Luke 21:20).

The armies of Cestius Gallus, Syrian governor, in the fall of 66 A.D. began a military campaign
to squelch a Jewish revolt. He was met with defeat [skipping now over much known history].
That led Roman Emperor Nero to order a full military attack against Jerusalem in the spring of
67 A.D. by his seasoned general, Flavius Vespasian.7
•

Jesus said: “When ye see” – the armies encompassing Jerusalem – “depart” – “get out
of there.” Desolation is near.

•

There would also be unmistakable recognition of where to “escape.”

•

Though Luke’s rendition appears to focus most on the prophecy’s literal fulfillment, the
events are filled with rich metaphors for a greater end-time spiritual understanding.8

•

Roman “armies” symbolize forces which will seek to destroy “Jerusalem.”

•

“Jerusalem” is there a symbol for God’s church in apostasy (Matthew 23:37-38),9 with
the implication that a remnant will “come out” and be safe.

The Roman armies are represented as the ones bringing some form of detestable, idolatrous
pollution into the church, which God sees as an illicit gesture.10
End-Time Imagery
Who would then be seen as representing the Roman armies at the end of time? What Roman
force would bring a pagan standard into the Christian church, leading to its fall?
Moving forward in our search, Mark is descriptive and helps to focus more deeply on the
greater spiritual purpose of end-time prophecy and these answers.
•

“But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in
Judaea flee to the mountains” (Mark 13:14).

•

The abomination is an observable “sign” – in fact, so dramatic that it must bring a rapid
“moment’s notice” response! It comes at a point in time – “when” you will see.
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Mark 13 adds several important pieces of information:
1. The armies spoken of by Luke that bring desolation are now a metaphor to facilitate that
“abomination.” They will come by force, like military might, into the Christian church.
2. The desolation (eremosis – G) is God’s judicial act, a direct reaction to that abominable
act.
3. The issue, Mark notes, is detailed in the book of Daniel, where it suggests that it comes
as a law – a forced act.
4. In Luke the armies (“abomination”) would surround Jerusalem – God’s people. Here,
they are depicted as something which actually comes into the church and takes an
established position.
5. Those “events” can be seen/perceived and requires God’s people to get away from its
influence.
Both Matthew and Mark note specifically that these things can be understood. We can
anticipate special sensitivity when our own spiritual experience is growing.
•

“The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will show them his covenant”
(Psalm 25:14).

•

“The soul that turns to God for its help, its support, its power, by daily, earnest prayer,
will have noble aspirations, clear perceptions of truth and duty, lofty purposes of action,
and a continual hungering and thirsting after righteousness.”11

Matthew once again affirms that the abomination is a sign that must be distinctly identified.
This word describes God’s reaction to some sin that is intruding into the Christian world. It is
often explained as something “detestable” to Him.12 God’s true people will all recognize when
it arrives and what it is. It will surround and then invade the Christian church.
“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)” (Matthew 24:15).
•

It comes directly into the “holy place” (24:15), again suggesting that it becomes a
controlling force within the Christian world.

•

The imperative to “flee” is to distance oneself from its influence and possible impact.
The setting is the church, and commensurate with Jesus’ original announcement that
the temple would be destroyed (Matthew 24:2), this abomination will ultimately bring
desolation to the church!13 God’s people will not be part of it then!
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Graphically:
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“Desolation”
A Dramatic Association in Thessalonians
Before looking further at Daniel, a fascinating warning is found in Paul’s second Thessalonian
letter. He is reorienting those members against a deception regarding Christ’s coming
(parousia) that they mistakenly believed was pending. There he calls His return “the day of
Christ” (I Thessalonians 2:1-2; cf. “day of Lord” in I Thessalonians 5:2). What follows ties
directly to Christ’s Olivet discourse.
•

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come
a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”
(II Thessalonians 2:3-4).

•

Before the Second Coming occurs a “man of sin,” who is the “abominator,” will be
unmasked. He enters the temple just as the abomination does. As Matthew and Mark
have already shown, this horror to the Christian world will be understood. Here, the
“abominator” will also be revealed.

He will be part of some religious apostasy or rebellion!14
•

The “falling away” assumes that some “healthy” relationship had existed with God
previously. There, then, occurs a departure from that faith.

•

This problem occurs within the church.

•

An antichrist or “man of sin” (lawless one) appears and is recognized as part of this
apostasy before Christ comes!

The coming of this “man” is seen by scholars as instigating the apostasy (Daniel 11:29-34,
12:10-11).15 This relates, intriguingly, to the abomination in Daniel that leads to desolation!16
This “abominator” is so significant that Paul calls him the “son of perdition” – a man doomed
to destruction (apoleia – G).
•

Paul notes that he exalts himself above every God or object of worship and proclaims
himself as God.
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•

He sits in the temple of God. He occupies a leadership role in the church and brings in
corruption.

Daniel 11:30-45 speaks of such a “vile person.”
•

He forsakes the holy covenant (vs 32).

•

He will persecute the covenant community (vs 33).

•

And – he sets up the “abomination” that makes desolation (vs 31), which Mark and
Matthew say enters the church!

There appears to be a massive “falling away” within the global Christian church. This paves the
way for an abominator to set himself up over everyone and then introduce this abomination!
Sitting in the temple is not a literal reference to Israel and some restored structure. It is
symbolic of ruling over or controlling an apostate church.
•

Jesus referred to Himself as a temple (Matthew 26:62).

•

Paul notes that the believers are to be part of the temple of God (I Corinthians 3:16-17,
II Corinthians 6:16, Ephesians 2:19-21, I Peter 2:4-7).

•

He is trying to take the place of God within the body of “believers”!

Making himself as God can be identified in apocalyptic prophecy in two ways:
1. He permits himself to be worshiped (Revelation 13:4) and/or:
2. He changes God’s laws or times (Daniel 7:25, 8:11-12, 11:30-32).
Abomination
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Apostasy
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revealed

Before Second
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(II Thess. 2:1-4)

Second
Coming

1. Accepts worship
2. Changes God’s laws
Daniel Adds Details
Daniel 12 is the concluding chapter of his book. It includes a fascinating discussion between
Christ and Daniel – a “time of the end” (es qes – H) discourse (vss 4, 9).
•

Again: “And from the time that the daily [sacrifice] shall be taken away, and the
abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and
ninety days” (Daniel 12:11).
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When the word “day” (yom – H) is used in Biblical Hebrew with a number (ordinal or cardinal),
it refers to a literal 24-hour period.17 The 1290 days are no exception. They link perfectly with
the 1335 days (vs 12) and the solar years noted as “time times half” (vs 7).18
The abomination that causes desolation is the onset of a 1290-day period. The imagery of
this chapter reveals two ends: (1) The termination of the prophecy of the previous chapter
(12:1-3), with the deliverance of God’s people and a special resurrection (Daniel 12:1-2) and
(2) Timed prophecy of the “time of the end” (Daniel 12:4, 9; cf. Daniel 8:17, 19), relating to
Matthew 24 and II Thessalonians 2!
An abomination, a sin that is detestable to God, promoted by a lawless “man” has global
influence for 1290 days. Graphically, in context (Daniel 12:7, 11-12)19:
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God directs us to deepen this understanding through other Biblical passages:
•

The “vile person” or “king of the north” (cf. Daniel 8:23 = “little horn” called a king)
opposes God’s covenant (Daniel 11:30), pollutes God’s church (Daniel 11:31),
contextually by taking away the daily and placing (setting up) an abomination.

•

This is also associated, as we have seen, with the “time of the end,” called the
“appointed time” (Daniel 11:35; cf. 8:17, 19).

•

Daniel is filled with other details, clearly showing that that king, little horn, vile person
and king of the north are all the antichrist.
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The Hebrew word for “abomination” in Daniel is siqqus. It relates to a demonic counterfeit of
worship.20 Since this remains a descriptive word or even a divine emotional word for some sin,
the question must be raised: “Is there some sin that specifically addresses this alternative
worship, which God has identified?”
•

“And an host was given him against the daily [sacrifice] by reason of transgression,
and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practiced, and prospered. Then I heard
one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How
long shall be the vision concerning the daily [sacrifice], and the transgression of
desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?” (Daniel
8:12-13).

•

Contextually, the transgression is what takes away the daily and is later the
abomination.21

The antichrist is seen there as a “little horn.” It has set up a counterfeit form of worship. The sin
that leads to desolation is wehappesa somen – “the transgression causing desolation.”
“Pesa” is the “Old Testament’s most profound word for sin.”22
“Pesa” defines a breach of the relationship between man and God. It is rebellion against God’s
law, covenant and authority.23
•

This relates to a rebellion against the Sabbath.

•

That is found in God’s law (Exodus 20:8-11).

•

It is part of God’s covenant relationship between Himself and mankind (Exodus 31:16).

•

It reflects His supreme authority as Creator (Exodus 20:11, 31:17).

The wording in Daniel 12:11 from the Septuagint is “When the abomination of desolation shall
be set up” (LXE) with a concomitant “daily” being “taken away.” This strongly suggests a legal
action or mandate is in force. A judicial act is implied since it is active for 1290 days.
•

That chapter (12) encompasses global activity – “thy people shall be delivered,” “written
in the book,” “they that be wise,” “run to and fro,” “power of the holy people,” “wicked
shall do wickedly.”

•

The previous chapter (vss 31-45) mentions north, south and east (11:40, 44).

•

The context is within an “everlasting” framework (12:2).

Thus, the “abomination” is appears to be a sin against the Sabbath by a power that affects
mankind in earth’s final period of time.
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Summary View
1. Roman Emperor worship began in 29 B.C. in Ephesus when a temple was built to deify Julius
Caesar.24 It became an empire-wide phenomenon under Augustus Caesar.25 By the time of
Caligula (37 A.D.) it was mandated through morning and evening sacrifices to him. Most Jews
complied. That “abomination” became civil law. At the end of time a “beast” will be adored and
worshiped by the world (Revelation 13:3, 4). A parallel “harlot” from Rome will enamor the
world leaders so much they will drink of her wine noted as abominations. This gesture God
identifies as fornication (Revelation 17:1-10). Christian apostasy is in view.
2. As resistance by honorable Jewish leaders against all pagan worship began to accelerate in
66 A.D. in the port city of Caesarea, then spreading to Jerusalem 60 miles eastward, there
will be a growing body of Biblically loyal believers who resist the growing inroads into the
Christian church to accept those abominations, which prophecy clearly identifies as a sin
against the seventh-day Sabbath. As from history, persecution will follow.26
3. Gessius Florus, Roman procurator of Judea, lashed out against the Jews (whom he hated)
and invaded the temple, confiscating seventeen talents of silver from its treasury. This show
of force was planned to humiliate and subjugate God’s loyalists. It failed. There will be those
who discredit God’s people and His Word, noted in many prophetic missives, e.g.,
Revelation 12:15, as the end approaches. This, too, will fail (Revelation 12:11).
4. When Gessius Florus was unable to curtail Jewish resistance, Cestius Gallus, the legate of
Syria, assembled 30,000 Roman soldiers. His military campaign was also unsuccessful.
Roman Emperor Nero then called in the seasoned General Vespasian to suppress the
Jewish uprising. His son, General Titus, joined the campaign. This was permitted by God to
separate His truly loyal people from those in apostasy. “Jerusalem,” symbolic of God’s
people, would be the scene of the separation. The remnant who followed Christ knew of the
approaching “signs” that gave them time to “escape,” “flee,” “separate.”
There is a growing number of “events” that suggest that a Cestius-like campaign has begun
its march around “Jerusalem” – God’s church. Simple examples: Pope John Paul II in 1998
urged that global State and Civil authorities guarantee that Sunday becomes a “holy rest”
day.27 Pope Benedict XVI did the same in 2005 and then in 2009.28 An “army” is encircling.
It will soon invade.
5. As Vespasian’s armies, after massacring many in Galilee, moved toward Judea and their
prize, Jerusalem, the death of Nero reached General Vespasian, delaying the campaign.
This gave those who believed Christ’s prophecy reprieve to “flee.” They found a haven in the
country of Perea in the area of Pella, across the Jordon. This served to separate those who
were in apostasy from God’s true people.
An “abominator” will soon oversee the enactment of a Sunday worship law in the
American theater. As is clear from Daniel 12, there will be two phases to this! The first will
be “lite” – without persecution; the second, with persecution. The first law will be like the
initial move of Vespasian toward Jerusalem. Then, finally, enforcement will change the
24
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nature of the “Church.”29 Events will shortly occur that will separate the chaff from the
wheat.30 “In the mighty sifting soon to take place we shall be better able to measure the
strength of Israel. The signs reveal that the time is near when the Lord will manifest that His
fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His floor.”31
6. This will then be the “abomination” of force that brings horror and persecution to God’s
people. Jesus had advice as to what to do as the forces begin to “affect” Jerusalem – God’s
people. This is a very important study.32 With the information in the writings of expositor
White along with Biblical prophecy, a practical guide to “this time” can be formulated:
a. Leave larger cities (there is no isolationist or self-sustaining message in those writings
as long as the work is not finished)!
b. Fleeing the precincts of Babylon and its influences is distinct for: (1) Those who begin
the Loud Cry and (2) Those called out of Babylon (Revelation 10, 11, 14 and 18).
c. No specific preparation is to be made (like storing food, gasoline or toiletries). The
prophetic context suggests that the last year before “deliverance” will be like a Jewish
Sabbatical year when we are totally dependent on God. It will be then (not earlier) that
we won’t be able to buy or sell as noted in Revelation 13).
d. Have a knowledge base of what you will teach and defend – it is very specific.
7. Who will be the “abominator,” the one who moves these things forward? From history and
contemporary events, it can be conclusively shown that it is a Roman Church “power.” This
focus is being discussed by an increasing number of Protestant Christians. Tom Horn and
his associates33 and Jan Markell of Olive Tree Ministries34 are two influential contemporary
examples. Of great importance is the very detailed prophecy in Revelation 17. It is clear
that the center of the “harlot” apostate church is not only Rome but it becomes part of a
great coalition seen as ten horns on the beast. This is unveiled further in Revelation 13.35
The “abominator” will be the papacy that the world wonders after.
Antitypical parallels from history are unfolding now, especially with the maturing geopolitical
coalition. It is vital that God’s people not only know the historical imprints of prophecy but their
meanings today! In fact – unless the latter is perceived, the greater purpose of prophecy will be
lost. We are “on the verge” of major global changes. The terror and alarm, as an example, that
the Middle East generates is all part of creating “region seven,” one of those ten horns. Study –
know – it’s all in the Bible and just before us.
So many sermons, so much teaching, so many empty claims: “I know that Jesus is coming
soon!” Do you know why things are different now from even twenty years ago? A “redeemed
social order” is pending. It will not be driven by truth.
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